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THE EYES OF ELISHA 

Happy New Fears, everyone! I mean, New Year...It’s so easy to confuse the two. After all, what’s not 

to be afraid of in 2014?  We are a nation now $17 trillion in debt, dealing with a stagnant economy, 

and millions about to lose their health insurance.  In addition, there is always the continual degrading 

of our culture and the growing threats to religious liberty and freedom of speech. And if you’re looking 

for comfort abroad, good luck! Africa is a mess. Islamic extremism is on the rise and Christians are 

facing extinction in the Middle East. There is a growing sense of fear and anxiety in our nation and 

whenever I turn on the radio or browse the internet, I get a case of the willies as well. 

But then, I open the Scriptures and I'm reminded again that panic and anxiety are never befitting the 

Christian. The Apostle Paul holed up in a Roman prison wrote: “Do not be anxious about anything…” 

(Philippians 4:6) and the Apostle John, during the darkest and most oppressive days of the Roman 

empire, stated “the one who fears is not made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:18) And in the Gospels, Jesus 

Himself reminds his disciples dozens of times: “Do not be afraid!”  

“But,” we protest, “there is real evil in this world and great suffering abounds, disasters await us in 

2014! How can we not be worried?”  Jesus gives us some clarity in John 16:33:  

"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 

Yes, there is trouble in this world and this will continue, but there is one place where we may find 

peace – in Christ. For He has overcome the world. This coincides perfectly with Psalm 46:1-2 

"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, 

though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea… 

We are confident not because we are blind to the trouble in this world, but because we can see the 

power and love of God that has overcome the world for us. Indeed, if we are to take Romans 8:28 

seriously, we must conclude that for the believer in Christ, God is now forcing everything (even our 

troubles) to work together for our ultimate good. What is there left to fear if the All-powerful, All-

knowing, All-seeing, All-wise God of the Universe has set His love and affection upon us? If He was 

willing to send His only Son to die for us when we hated Him, how will He not give us all that we 

need now that we love and trust Him? (Rom. 5:8; 8:31) 

Perhaps a picture can persuade us. Imagine there is a particular section of town where the worst and 

most depraved of our society roam: the murderers, thieves and all the terrors of the night.  There is no 

goodwill here. Now suppose some urgent need arose and you had to walk this street at midnight. 

Would you be afraid? You’d be a fool not to be terrified. But now suppose the Governor heard of your 

plight and ordered the entire police force and National Guard to personally escort you and ensure your 

safety. As you rode in an armored tank surrounded by the finest of foot soldiers, with air support and 

flood lights to boot, would your heart be confident? Suddenly the terrors of the night are nothing but 

fleeing shadows.  

There is a wonderful story of the prophet Elisha when he was surrounded by armies and chariots bent 

on his capture and destruction. Elisha’s servant is terrified and cries out: “Oh, my Lord, what shall we 

do?” Elisha’s response and prayer is one we should note well:  

"Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are 

with them." And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD 

opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 

around Elisha. (2 Kings 6:16-17) 
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So this is my prayer in 2014: May the troubles of this world speed us to the Cross where we may 

experience the depth of God the Father’s love for us in Christ, and once there, may the Holy Spirit give 

us the eyes of Elisha to see the Chariots of Fire and subdue our every fear!  
 

Michael John 

Pastor 


