
MAKING PROGRESS IN THE WORD 

Happy New Year, Christian! 

Another year of sin and guilt and regret and failure washed away by the blood of Christ – Praise God! And 

another chance to look ahead with hope and resolve. Of course, we will surely sin and fail throughout 2016 (as 

we did in 2015), but we do not despair. Our aim is not to fix all our problems and finally break through to 

spiritual perfection, but rather, by God’s grace in the power of the Holy Spirit, to make progress in our faith in 

Christ and in our love for one another. 

So this is an especially good time to refocus on the 4 Devotions of believers referenced in Acts 2:42: 

1. The Apostle’s Teaching (Bible Reading) 

2. The Fellowship (The development of Christian friendships) 

3. The Breaking of Bread (Worship and communion with a local church) 

4. Prayer (Praying for and with other believers) 

We’ll consider each of these over the course of the year in this space, but for now, let’s start with Bible 

Reading. First, a word of motivation:  

John Piper in his book “When I Don’t Desire God” gives 10 excellent reasons to make Bible Reading a 

continual priority. Here is a brief summary of his points with Scripture references:  

1. The Word of God awakens and strengthens faith 

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17) 

2. Through hearing the Word, God supplies the Holy Spirit 

“Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by 

hearing with faith?” (Gal. 3:5)  

3. The Word of God creates and sustains life  

“You have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding 

word of God.” (1 Pet. 1:23) 

“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” (John 6:63) 

Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God 

(Matt. 4:4) 

4. The Word of God gives hope  

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through 

the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” (Rom. 15:4) 

5. The Word of God leads us to freedom from sin 

“You will know the truth and the truth will set you free…Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. (John 8:32,34) 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth (John 17:17) 

6. The Word of God is the key to answered prayer 

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” 

(John 15:7) 

7. The Word of God is the source of wisdom 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom.” (Col 3:16) 

8. The Word of God gives us crucial warnings 

“By (the ordinances of the Lord) is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.” (Ps 19:11) 

9. The Word of God enables us to defeat the devil 

“I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have 

overcome the evil one.” (1 John 2:14) 



“Take the Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” (Eph 6:17) 

10. The Word of God is the source of great and lasting joy 
“I rejoice at your word like one who finds great spoil.” (Ps. 119:162) 

“Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts.” (Jer. 15:16) 

There are many ways to study the Scriptures. Some prefer to work on Scripture memory (whether a selection of 

important passages or even an entire chapter or book). Others may wish to attend a Bible Study, take a class 

(perhaps with the MV Mission School) or try a free online course (www.BiblicalTraining.org is an excellent 

resource). But for this space, let me speak to those of us who would like to read through the Bible in 2016. Here 

are some personal recommendations for your consideration:  

1. Consider using the ESV Reader’s Bible: The content is the same as any other bible, but the format is 

designed to read like a book. There are no verses or footnotes to distract. The layout is larger print and 

single column (instead of the typical two column small print). This format enables you to read larger 

quantities of Scripture with greater ease and it becomes a much more enjoyable experience.  

2. Read for longer segments at a time. I find it better to read 2 or 3 times a week for 40 minutes at a time 

than every day for 10 minutes. You get more of the flow of the story. (We typically don’t read other 

books one page at a time.) 

3. Try an Audio Version of the Bible. For those who don’t like to read or don’t have time to sit down, 

take advantage of the audio versions of the Scriptures. Bible Gateway has a free app that includes the 

entire Bible narrated by Max McLean. This is perfect for your workouts, doing chores, walking the 

dog, commuting to work, etc… 

4. Take something off your schedule. For best results, clear out some time-wasting distraction in your 

life and replace it with Bible reading. (Can you survive with  3 fewer hours a week of TV, video 

games, internet surfing, facebooking, etc?) 

5. Do this with a friend (or family). On my own, my efforts usually peter out by mid-January. But with a 

friend holding me accountable, I have a much better chance at making my goals. This is why the 

Scriptures call us to “spur each other on.” (Heb. 10:24) 

On the next two pages is a breakdown of the Bible into 120 Readings (ranging from 20-50 minutes). If you’re 

able to tackle just 10 readings a month, you can complete it all in the year. If you’d like to try one reading a day, 

you can complete the Bible in just 4 months. Twice a day (morning and evening as commended in Psalm 1) and 

you can be done by February 29th! But whatever you do, strive to make progress, even just a little bit. And if you 

fail miserably, don’t despair…In Christ, every day can be New Years - a day to forget what is behind and press 

on toward what is ahead!    

  

 

 

http://www.biblicaltraining.org/

