
WHERE IS THE PROBLEM? 

This year, Valentine’s Day ended in heartache and outrage as 17 people were killed and dozens more injured in 

another school massacre. After the shock wore off, just about everyone on TV and social media opined on the 

big questions: How did this happen? Where is the problem? How can we fix it?  

Is the problem in Washington DC where our politicians are dithering and not passing common sense gun 

legislation? Or is the problem in Hollywood where a culture of violence and depravity is celebrated? Is it in the 

public schools where children are perpetually bullied and led astray by their peers? Could it be in the home 

where families are being torn apart and parents are abusing and abandoning their children? Where does all this 

evil and murder come from?  

It is important to note that the man who committed these atrocities is not the first (nor the worst) among us to 

commit murder. That “honor” goes to Cain in Genesis 4, the second man on earth. And he did this without a 

gun, without ever seeing a movie or playing a video game, without ever stepping foot in a public school. He had 

no signs of mental illness nor any access to psychotropic drugs. He even came from a decent family. (His 

parents were particularly religious and his brother was a super nice guy.) So, where is the problem?  

Jesus gives the disturbing answer in Mark 7:21-23. 

“…from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come 

from within…” 

Surprisingly, Jesus never blamed the horribly corrupt and insensitive Roman government nor the morally 

depraved Greek culture for the evil in the world. He knew that the problem is not what’s outside of us, but 

what’s inside of us. “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions 

are at war within you?” (James 4:1) We cannot imagine ourselves ever committing murder. However, what 

inspired this killer? Perhaps bitterness, pride, envy, malice or rage…are all these evils unknown to us? No, these 

are in every human heart. And that is precisely where the real problem lies.  

If the problem is actually within each of us, does that mean we are helpless to find a solution?  After all, even 

the best of our parents, politicians, teachers, religious leaders, celebrities and CEO’s all share this human, sinful 

condition. (See Romans 3:9-20.) Indeed we are helpless, but, praise God, we are not hopeless. Let’s listen again 

to the teachings of Christ:  

"It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance." (Luke 5:31-32) 

 “[I] did not come to be served but to serve, and to give [my] life as a ransom for many." (Mark 10:45)  

Jesus, the perfect Son of God, came into this world not to condemn and destroy us for our wicked ways, but to 

be our doctor and heal our sin-sick hearts. This is why He died on the cross. He took the sins of the world upon 

Himself and paid the full penalty for us so that we could be forgiven. And then He rose again in complete 

victory over sin and death. He now calls each of us to turn from our sin and He gives His people a new heart – 

the perfect Valentine. 

“This is real love. It is not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take 

away our sins.” (1 John 4:10 NLT)  

So, where is the problem? Not in Washington or Hollywood, it’s in our hearts. Where is the solution? Only at 

the Cross where the Son of God loved us and laid down His life for us. (Galatians 2:20)  
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