
A TALE AS OLD AS TIME 
In his new book, The Story of Reality, Greg Koukl sets out to describe and defend the Gospel of Jesus Christ as 

a true story that explains reality. He opens the book with a startling claim:  

“I want to tell you the story about how the world began, how the world ends, and everything deeply 

important that happens in between. It’s a tale many already know but few understand, even those who 

call the Story their own. This story is not a fairy tale, but rather it is the Story all fairy tales are really 

about. Indeed, almost every tale ever written is an echo of this story embedded deep within our hearts. 

Yet this story is not a tale at all, since the Story is true.” (p. 21) 

There is a lot to unpack here, but what immediately struck me was his comment that the Gospel is “the Story all 

fairy tales are really about.” That’s a remarkable observation. Of course, we cannot test this theory for every 

fairy tale ever written, but let’s give it a try for one of our favorites, Beauty and the Beast, whose title song 

beckons us to ponder ancient mysteries:  

Tale as old as time 

True as it can be… 

…Song as old as rhyme 

Beauty and the Beast 

Now, with any story, there are always troubling details and inconsistencies.  For example, we may wonder why 

an enchantress would inflict such a severe punishment for a relatively minor offense. And we can certainly 

agree that it is never a good idea to marry a man who kidnaps your father even if just for a short time. But let’s 

not get caught up in the details which are merely there to move the plot along. Let’s instead look to the major 

and driving themes that resonate with our hearts. In fact, when we pull back, we can clearly see two major 

storylines woven together. See if these sound familiar to you:  

The Story of Redeeming Love 

Beauty and the Beast is about the redeeming power of love. Belle, the beautiful and most beloved child of her 

father offers herself as a substitute and sacrifices all in order to live with the most wretched and hideous of 

creatures. But it is her love that resurrects and transforms him into the handsome prince he once was. Having 

been rescued from his cursed condition, the former Beast is now united to the Beauty in marriage and they both 

live together in glorious splendor, happily ever after.  (See Ephesians 2:1-10; 5:22-33) 

But that’s not all… 

The Story of Restored Glory 

Beauty and the Beast is also about the glory of a Kingdom once lost and now restored. It begins with a prince, 

the only son of an unseen Father who must endure the greatest humiliation when he takes on the form of the 

Beast. He has no beauty to be desired by anyone. In this cursed form, he suffers and is rejected by men. At the 

climax of the story, he fights and defeats his evil archenemy, but he is mortally wounded in the battle. But that 

is not the end, for he rises from the dead and is restored to his original glory. All who have loved and served 

him in his shame, are finally raised to share in his kingdom and glory and live happily ever after. (See Genesis 

3:15; Isaiah 53; Romans 8; 1 Corinthians 15; Philippians 2:1-11…) 

Indeed, this is a tale as old as time! It is fiction and yet it tells a truth that is as true as it can be!  

 

 

 


