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Order of Worship 

Call to Worship     Psalm 100 (in unison)  

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
     Serve the LORD with gladness! 

    Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the LORD, he is God! 

    It is he who made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise! 

    Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

For the LORD is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

Prayer of Praise & Thanksgiving  Counting God’s Glory (Matthew Henry)  

 Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, who is, and who was, and who is to come.  

O You, whose name alone is Jehovah, and who is the Most High over all the earth.  

O God, You are our God, early will we seek You. Our God we will praise You; our 

father’s God, we will exalt You.  

O You, who are the true God, the living God, the one only living and true God, and the 

everlasting King; the Lord our God, who is one Lord.  

You are very great. You are clothed with honor and majesty. You cover Yourself with 

light as with a garment. You are light, and in You is no darkness at all.  

You are love, and they that dwell in love dwell in God, and God in them.  

You are the Father of light, with whom is no variableness or shadow of turning, and 

from whom proceeds every good and every perfect gift.  

You are the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, who only 

has immortality, dwelling in the light which no one can approach, whom no one has seen 

or can see. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+100-101&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15512a


Hymns of Praise  

HOW GREAT THOU ART (Hymn #6) 

Oh Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! (2x) 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,  

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 

And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art. 
   

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS (HYMN #96) 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,  

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;  

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
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The Law for Conviction    1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does 

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 

but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

 

Prayer of Confession    Psalm 51:1-12 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 

iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, 

have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in 

your words and blameless in your judgment. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the 

secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 

away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me 

the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.  

 

The Assurance of Pardon   Romans 5:1-11 

Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 

scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 

even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 

we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 

we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 



Hymn of Reflection    

HE WILL HOLD ME FAST (Ada Haberson/Matt Merker) 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 

He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 

‘Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 
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Scripture Readings  

JOHN 14:1-14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In 

my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to 

where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 

has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am 

in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 

greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you 

ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask 

anything in my name, I will do it. 

HEBREWS 4:14-16 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high 

priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 

been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the 

throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 



Sermon  “Our Great High Priest”  
 

I. WHY WE NEED A HIGH PRIEST  

A. The Reason We Cannot Approach God Directly 

• Because He is Our H_______ and I_____________ Creator (1 Tim. 6:16) 

• And we are His S__________ and M___________ Creatures (Romans 5:12-21)  

B. The Role of the Priest that God Provides 

• To offer S______________ for our S________  

• To offer P______________ for our N________  

C. The Problem with the High Priests of Israel 

• They lacked C_______________ before God 

• They lacked C________________ for the People 

II. WHY JESUS IS THE ONLY GREAT HIGH PRIEST (Hebrews 4:14-15) 

A. He is the S____________ S______ of God  

• Who has P______________ through the H______________  

B. He was the S______________ S______________  

• Who is able to S________________ with our W______________ 

III. WHY THIS MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE (Hebrews 4:16) 

A. Without Jesus as Our High Priest… 

• Let us R_______ A_________ with F_________   

B. With Jesus as Our High Priest  

• Let us D________ N_________ with C________________  



Hymn of Response 
 

BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE (Hymn #448) 

Before the throne of God above  

I have a strong, a perfect plea, 

A great High Priest whose name is ‘Love,’  

Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

My name is graven on His hands,  

My name is written on His heart; 

I know that while in heaven He stands,  

No tongue can bid me thence depart, 

No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

When Satan tempts me to despair,  

And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look and see Him there  

Who made an end to all my sin. 

Because the sinless Savior died,  

My sinful soul is counted free; 

For God, the Just, is satisfied  

To look on Him and pardon me, 

To look on Him and pardon me. 

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb,  

My perfect, spotless Righteousness;  

The great unchangeable I AM,  

The King of glory and of grace! 

One with Himself I cannot die,  

My soul is purchased with His blood; 

My life is hid with Christ on high,  

With Christ, my Savior and my God, 

With Christ, my Savior and my God. 
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Prayers of the Church    Our Lord’s Prayer (Philip Doddridge)  

Our Father, you are seated on a throne of glory in the highest heaven, and we bow before 

Your awesome presence with humble reverence. Even so we approach you with the 

confidence that we are Your children, and You are our bountiful and compassionate 

Father.  

We join our prayers to You with hearts full of brotherly love, and ask for each other the 

blessings we seek for ourselves.  

Above all, we desire Your glory. May Your name be set apart and holy. May the whole 

world of living creatures join us to give You the honor You so deserve and require. May 

Your kingdom come and Your will be done among us. Help us to know, understand, and 

pursue Your kingdom.  

And may Your will, always wise and gracious, be done on earth just as it is in heaven. 

Teach us mortals to resign ourselves to You in obedience, the same way Your angels in 

heaven obey You.  

As for ourselves, Lord, help us not to seek the grand things of life. Help us not to worry 

about the future, but we humbly ask that You would open Your bountiful hand – the one 

on which we always depend. Give us our daily supply for what we need today, and teach 

us to let You take care of the rest.  

Though in many respects we have been disobedient and ungrateful children, yet we beg 

You, compassionate Father, to forgive us our offenses. We know we are guilty in Your 

book, with debts we can never repay. But please forgive those debts, even as we forgive 

others – even those who have offended and injured us. We ask for the same kind of 

pardon we are willing to extend to others. 

And do not bring us into places of pressing temptation, where we would lose our 

integrity and our soul would be endangered. But if we must be tried, graciously rescue 

us from the power of the evil one, that he would not triumph.  

We know You can do these things for Your children, and we humbly trust You will, 

because Yours is the universal kingdom, the fullness of almighty power, and the glory of 

infinite perfection. To You be the praise of all forever.  

Amen. So may it be. We sincerely and earnestly desire that You may be glorified and 

our prayers heard and accepted. Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn   

THE SOLID ROCK (Hymn #511) 

My hope is built on nothing less  

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand –  

All other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness veils His lovely face,  

I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In every high and stormy gale,  

My anchor holds within the veil. 

His oath, His covenant, His blood  

Support me in the whelming flood; 

When all around my soul gives way,  

He then is all my hope and stay. 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 

Oh, may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 

Faultless to stand before the Throne.  
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Benediction     Ephesians 3:20-21 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


