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Order of Worship 

Call to Worship & Prayer of Praise    1 Chronicles 16:8-11  

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

    make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! 

 

Hymns of Praise    

PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY (Hymn #1) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!  

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

All you who hear, now to His temple draw near; join me in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning. 

Shelters you under His wings, oh, so gently sustaining. 

Have you not seen: all that is needful has been sent by His gracious ordaining. 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you. 

Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, if with His love He befriends you. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen sound from His people again: gladly forever adore Him. 

 

THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD (Hymn #46) 

This is my Father’s world, And to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father’s world, The birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, Declare their maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair; 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; He speaks to me everywhere. 

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong Seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world: The battle is not done: 

Jesus who died shall be satisfied, And earth and Heav’n be one. 
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Call to Confession    Psalm 32:1-5 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the 

man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For 

day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of 

summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will 

confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  

 

Prayer of Confession    From Psalm 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

The Assurance of Pardon   Romans 8:1-4 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law 

of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in 

order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 

Song of Reflection    

CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART   

Create in me a clean heart, O God  

And renew a right spirit within me. (2x) 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, O Lord 

And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation 

And renew a right spirit within me. 
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Scripture Readings  

MATTHEW 7:7-27  
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened 

to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one 

who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will 

give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 

who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy[a] that leads to 

destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is 

hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly 

are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered 

from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the 

diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased 

tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 

one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to 

me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, 

and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never 

knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 

blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the 

rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a 

foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

 

HEBREWS 5:11 – 6:3 

11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull 

of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 

teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid 

food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since 

he is a child. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 

discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

6 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not 

laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and 

of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, 

and eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mat+7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23330a


Sermon  “Going On to Maturity”  
 

I. THE CHALLENGE FOR THE CHRISTIAN (Hebrews 5:11-12) 

A. The Apostle Has Much to Say… 

• …about Jesus as our Great H_________ P____________... 

• …and the C_______________ we can have in Him 

B. But this is Hard to Explain… 

• …because we get T_________ of H___________... 

• …and we always F___________ the B___________  

II. THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY (Hebrews 6:1-3)  

A. The First Work of Christ in Us (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 16:31)  

• R_______________ from our Dead W__________ 

• F___________ toward the Living G________ 

B. The First Sign of Christ on Us (Mark 16:16; Acts 8:14-17; 9:12; 19:5-6)  

• B__________ - The Sign of Our F___________ and New L______ in Christ  

• L________ on of H_______ - The Sign of Our A___________ into God’s F______ 

C. The Last Work of Christ for Us (1 Cor. 15; 1 Thess. 4; Rev. 21-22) 

• The R______________ of the D_________ 

• The Eternal J________________  

III. THE PATHWAY TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY (Hebrews 5:13-14; Matt. 7:7-27) 

A. Distinguishing between Good and Evil  

• The Good W______ of C__________ (Hebrews 4:2,6; 6:5; 10:24; 13:9,16, 21) 

• My Evil U_______________ H_____________ (Hebrews 3:12; 10:22)  

B. Practicing Jesus’ C___________ to a B_______ Faith and Love  



Hymn of Response 
 

IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL (HYMN #447) 

1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul)  

It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

3. My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

4. And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 

Even so, it is well with my soul. 
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Missions Moment  

Michelle Barlow – SIM in Niger 

The Moses Family – South African Partnership 

NOTE: We will be sending a special gift to bless and encourage the Moses Family, 

Pastor Mike Dlamini and the Bethany Mission Church’s work in South Africa and 

Mozambique. If you wish to contribute, please drop off or mail checks to MSBC (memo: 

Africa) by April 25th.  

 

Prayers of the Church      

 



Closing Hymn   

REVIVE US AGAIN (Hymn #493) 

1. We praise Thee, O God! For the Son of Thy love, 

For Jesus Who died, and is now gone above. 

Hallelujah! Thine the glory.  

Hallelujah! Amen. 

Hallelujah! Thine the glory.  

Revive us again. 

2. We praise Thee, O God! For Thy Spirit of light, 

Who has shown us our Savior, and scattered our night. 

3. All glory and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 

Who has taken our sins, and has cleansed every stain. 

4. Revive us again; Fill each heart with Thy love; 

May each soul be rekindled with fire from above. 
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Benediction     Jude 24,25 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 

before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time  

and now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


