
WHEN GOD DRAWS NEAR 
(This article originally appeared in the March 2011 Newsletter) 

I was recently thumbing through one of my wife’s Christian Ladies magazines when I noticed an article on 

“developing intimacy with God.” Though I prefer more masculine phrases like “finding union with Christ” or 

“experiencing the power of the Spirit,” I absolutely admire and commend this pursuit. For God did not create us 

to accomplish great things, but to glorify and enjoy Him forever. In fact, anyone who has no interest in knowing 

and loving Christ is no Christian (1 Cor. 16:22). 

So, how do we get closer to God? Most of what I read in Christian publications is the typical advice of spend 

more time in prayer and bible meditation, go on retreats, practice various spiritual exercises, etc. All good 

things, but I do have a couple of concerns with this counsel.   

First, there is an underlying assumption that God doesn’t move in this relationship. He is perfect, 

unchanging…and stationary. Therefore, it is our responsibility to work our way into His presence. Yet, the 

Scriptures speak of God as the One who draws near to us. God reveals Himself to little children who have no 

strength or wisdom of their own (Luke 10:21). God finds those who were not even looking for Him (Isaiah 

65:1). And when we are commanded to draw near to God, it is only in response to the good news that Christ has 

first come to us and has become for us a sympathetic high priest (Heb. 14:14-16).  

Second, all the spiritual disciplines typically mentioned are not in themselves sufficient for us to find union with 

Christ. Who prayed more, studied the Scriptures more, and fasted more than the Pharisees in the first century? 

But to these, Jesus says: “Your hearts are far from me” (Mark 7:5-8). This is not to say that bible reading and 

prayer should be abandoned. God forbid! But rather that there is a way to pray and study the Scriptures that will 

draw us closer to God and bring us His blessings – and a way to do this that will drive us further away and 

ultimately condemn us.  

So perhaps it might be more helpful to stop trying to figure out how we get to God and rather ask: “When and 

how does God draw near to us? And when does He withdraw from us?” 

With these questions in mind, take a look at these Scriptures:  

 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. (Ps. 34:18) 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (Ps. 

51:17) 

For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high and 

holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the 

heart of the contrite. (Isaiah 57:15) 

In other words, God comes near and dwells with those who are brokenhearted, crushed in spirit, contrite, and 

lowly. He does not even wait for them to take one step toward him (as if they were able). On the other side, we 

see God forsaking and even opposing all who are proud and strong (Prov. 3:34; James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). Thus, 

when we come to worship, study and prayer with self-confidence, pride and a sense of togetherness, we will 

find ourselves strangely alone. But, when we come overwhelmed, desperate, and thirsting for Christ, we will 

surely be satisfied. (Matt. 5:3-6)  

My advice then to you who really want to experience intimacy with God, union with Christ, and the power of 

the Holy Spirit, is this: be ready to be humbled, broken, even crushed. But don’t despair when your world falls 

apart and your dreams are shattered. God has not abandoned you and Christ is not about to destroy you. No, He 

is clearing a path so that He may finally draw near to bless you. 


