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Order of Worship 

Lighting of the 2nd Advent Candle    Isaiah 40:1-5 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 

the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert 

a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 

made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the 

glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the Lord has spoken.” 

 

Hymns of Praise   

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (Hymn #199) 

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, Glory in the highest;  

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory given;  

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. 

 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS? (Hymn #198)   

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ, the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.  

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.  
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Scripture Reading   John 1:1-18  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light. 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, 

and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, 

because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has 

made him known. 

 

Hymn of Response   
LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE (Hymn #178)  

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly  minded, For with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, Our full homage to demand. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way, 

As the Light of light descendeth From the realms of endless day. 

That the powers of hell may vanish As the darkness clears away. 

At His feet the six-winged seraph; Cherubim, with sleepless eye. 

Veil their faces to the Presence, As with ceaseless voice they cry,  

Alleluia! Al-leluia! Alleluia! Lord Most High.  



Scripture Readings    
GENESIS 12:1-9 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 

house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.”  

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, 

and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people 

that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they 

came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, 

to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then 

the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 

built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the 

hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on 

the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of 

the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 

HEBREWS 11:8-12  
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith 

he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 

Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that 

has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received 

power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful 

who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born 

descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of 

sand by the seashore. 

 

 

 

 



Sermon  “Living by Faith”   

I. GOD’S PROMISE TO ABRAHAM (Genesis 12:1-9) 

A. God’s Promises for the Future 

• He will M________ of Abraham a Great N__________ 

• He will G________ His Offspring a Good L_________ 

B. God’s Promise for the Present  

• He will B__________ and D____________ Abraham 

II. ABRAHAM’S FAITH IN GOD (Hebrews 11:8-10) 

A. Living Like…  

• …a C_________ – Not K_____________ what’s N_______ 

• …a P___________ – Not P_________ down R________ 

B. Looking Forward…  

• …to the C_________ that God D______________ for him 

III. OUR LIFE OF FAITH IN CHRIST 

A. Letting Go of the World’s Ways (Luke 18) 

• No longer Needing to K________ and O_______ 

B. Holding on to God’s Promises in Christ (Romans 8) 

• Our E___________ H___________ with God 

• His P____________ to B__________ us  

 



Hymn of Response  

HE WILL HOLD ME FAST (Matt Merker) 
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 

He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 

'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 
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Doxology & Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      born of the virgin Mary. 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, dead, and buried; 

      on the third day he rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, 

      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



 

The MSBC Church Covenant  

In the presence of God and of men, confessing Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, 

and relying on the help of the Holy Spirit, we joyfully and solemnly covenant with 

each other: 

• Habitually to observe secret prayer  

• Devoutly to study the Scriptures and teach them to our children  

• Heartily to sustain the work and worship of the Church  

• Faithfully to observe the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 

• To walk together in brotherly love and exercise a Christian care and 

watchfulness over one another  

• To aid as God shall prosper us in supporting a faithful ministry 

• To seek as we have opportunity to lead others to Jesus Christ 

• To live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world, abstaining 

from whatever is unbecoming the Christian profession 

 

Preparing Our Hearts & Receiving the Bread and Cup 

 

Closing Hymn 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (Hymn #192)  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

Christ, by highest heven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.  

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity,  

Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”  

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,  

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”  
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Benediction      
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