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WHO KNOWS? 

 “How do you know that God exists?  

How do you know that Jesus is God’s Son, the only Savior of the world?  

And how can you possibly know that the Bible is God’s Word and not just the 

outdated rantings of ancient men?”  

All good questions… if that’s what they are. Of course, these typically are not the queries of the 

curious. Rather, these are more often like the accusations of a prosecuting attorney. The goal of 

these interrogators is not to build up their own base of knowledge, but rather to tear down our 

certainty of what we claim to know.  

Even so, “faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (Heb. 11:1) 

Therefore, every Christian, must strive for and attain an assurance of the truth we proclaim.  In 

fact, the Apostle John devotes his entire Gospel to answering this question: How can we know 

that Jesus really is the Christ, the Son of God and that by believing in His name we have eternal 

life? (John 20:31) 

There are many arguments we can make that are significant and wonderfully helpful. We can 

consider the glory of creation and reflect upon our own innate understanding of right and wrong 

in our conscience.  We can then turn to the Scriptures and marvel at the unity of these 66 books 

and the hundreds of prophesies fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. We can also take in the 

testimony of the Apostles who witnessed Christ’s death and resurrection and proclaimed this 

news with such courage even as they went to the most gruesome of deaths. (For further study on 

these matters, I recommend Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell, The Case for 

Christ by Lee Strobel, and Know Why You Believe by Paul Little.) 

Still, how can we know that Jesus is the Christ? When dealing with the testimony of others 

regarding things we cannot see, there is always room for doubts. It is clear that John and the 

other Apostles were 100% convinced, but, then again, they saw, heard, and even touched Christ 

when He walked this earth. How can we, 2000 years removed, ever hope to have a similar 

confidence?  

Jesus teaching in John 7:17 shows us the way:   

If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether my teaching is from God or 

whether I am speaking on my own authority.  (John 7:17) 

Here he explains that though many do not believe, some will know. But this knowledge is not 

reserved for those who have studied the matter and came to the logical conclusion that it must be 

so. Rather, this knowing is only for those whose “will is to do God’s will.” That is, we can 
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suspect, speculate, even assume things from our studies, but we can never know… until we do. 

The blessing of assurance is only reserved for the obedient. For those who strive to keep the 

commands of Christ and order their lives accordingly. In Jesus time, there were thousands of 

people who saw, heard and touched Christ, but only His disciples knew because only they 

aspired to do God’s will and abandoned their own personal agendas.  

Jonathan Edwards’ famous honey analogy is helpful: How do you know that honey is sweet? I 

can tell you it is so and perhaps line up thousands of witnesses to testify with one voice: “Yes 

indeed, honey is sweet!” I can bring in the most brilliant of chemists and show the formulas, 

open the history books to berate and bully you with the overwhelming consensus of humanity. 

And yet, you still will not really know…at least not, until you taste it for yourself.  

So it is with our faith. If you find yourself filled with questions and uncertainties, tossed about by 

doubts and fears, researching answers is essential (and I strongly encourage you to invest time in 

such a pursuit), but this alone is not sufficient. You can never read and study yourself into 

assurance. Knowing comes from hearing God’s Word and doing God’s Will. Until you are ready 

to follow Christ and obey His teachings, you will never know.  
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