
FIFTEENS FOR FIFTEEN 

As we start out 2015, let us pray with the Apostle Paul: “that [our] love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that [we] may be able to discern what is best and be 

pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God (Philippians 1:9-11).”  

Did you catch all of that? It seems that our praise of God and pursuit of righteousness begins 

(though it does not end) with our abounding in knowledge and depth of insight. That is, we are 

not to be like the eastern mystics who strive to empty their minds to attain inner peace. Rather, 

we are to fill our minds with truth, insights and discernment. We always begin and remain with 

the Bible, but we need help to understand and approach the Scriptures properly.  This is why 

Christ has given teachers to his church (Ephesians 4:11-12) – to equip us for ministry. These 

teachers are not limited to those we can see and hear, but also those we can read. In fact, every 

book is a teacher – some good, some terrible. Therefore, it is my hope that we will put “Reading 

Good Books” on our list of things to do in 2015.  

Of course, some of us just don’t like to read. That was my nature. As a “math guy,” I tolerated 

reading in school and didn’t learn to take pleasure in books until after I graduated college. This is 

why I prefer shorter books. They are more easily digested and some have had a profound 

influence on my understanding of God’s Word. (NOTE: for those of you who really hate 

reading, I’d encourage you to try the audio versions)  

So, for those of you interested in some short and good books…. 

FIFTEEN ‘QUICK READS’ FOR 2015   

1) Delighting in the Trinity: An Introduction to the Christian Faith by Michael Reeves 

(144 pages) – If I could only recommend one book (outside the Bible), this would be 

it. This is easily my favorite book in the last 10 years. I had always been inclined to 

think of the Trinity like the quadratic formula: technical, necessary to pass the test, 

but not practical and definitely not enjoyable. Reeves does a wonderful job showing 

God’s glory in the Trinity and why we must know and worship God as Trinity.  

2) Ordinary: Sustaining Faith in a Radical, Restless World by Michael Horton (224 

pages) –Refreshing and encouraging.  A beautiful reminder that God works through 

common and even mundane means. This is an excellent book for those dealing with 

ministry burnout.  

3) When Sinners Say I Do: Discovering the Power of the Gospel for Marriage by David 

Harvey (192 pages) – My favorite book on marriage. It is practical and, most 

importantly, it grounds our understanding of marriage in the Gospel.   

 4) The Unquenchable Flame: Discovering the Heart of the Reformation by Michael 

Reeves (192 pages) – This is a riveting account of the Protestant Reformation in the 

16th century. For those wondering about the difference between Catholics and 

Protestants, look no further. I devoured this book in two days!  

5) The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn (128 pages) – Very quick read, but packs a 

punch. You will never look at money the same way again…and that’s a good thing. 

6) Get Real: Sharing Your Everyday Faith Every Day by John S. Leonard (192 pages) – 

Not the best book I’ve ever read on evangelism (that would be Tell the Truth by Wil 



Metzger). But for ease of reading and excellent content, this is my favorite.  

7) The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges (192 pages) – This is a classic and balanced 

approach to how we grow in holiness. Definitely worth your time.  

8) A Praying Life by Paul Miller (272 pages) – This book was a true blessing to me 

especially when my prayer life was not particularly inspiring. Highly recommended.  

9) Know the Creeds and Councils by Justin Holcomb (192 pages) – An excellent 

introduction to Christian faith and history. This book provides a readable summary of 

the major Creeds, Councils and Catechisms of the Church over the centuries. 

10) Is God Anti-Gay? And other questions about homosexuality, the Bible and same-sex 

attraction by Sam Allberry (80 pages). Written by a pastor who personally struggles 

with same-sex attraction. This is a book full of truth and compassion. Helpful and 

timely.  

These last five are much older books that I have read more than once.  

11) The Freedom of the Christian by Martin Luther (128 pages).  Find a good translation 

and read with pen in hand. This is a beautiful and liberating book for every believer.  

12) The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan. Once again, find a modern version with 

updated language. This is the Classic allegory of the Christian faith and has been one 

of the world’s all-time bestsellers. This is perfect for a small group to read and 

discuss together.  

13) The Bruised Reed by Richard Sibbes (128 pages). In my opinion, this is the best of 

the Puritan books. It is packed with wisdom and comfort, especially for believers 

who are struggling in their faith. I have quoted this book to myself and others on 

many occasions.  

14) Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (112 pages). This is the classic reflection on 

Christian community. Very insightful.  

15) The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis (164 pages). This is a fascinating piece of fiction 

as it tells the story of a bus ride from Hell to Heaven. My favorite book by C.S. 

Lewis.  

FIFTEEN BIBLE READINGS FOR 2015 

For those looking for Bible Reading plans for the New Year, how about a quick read Bible plan? 

Here are 15 short books from the New Testament for your consideration. Try reading each book 

in one sitting and then come back and read the book another 15 times to give it a chance to sink 

deep into your heart and mind before moving on to the next. 

Galatians (6 Chapters)  Ephesians (6)   Philippians (4)  Colossians (4)  

1 Thessalonians (5)  2 Thessalonians (3) 1 Timothy (6)  2 Timothy (4) 

Titus (3)    Philemon (1)  James (5)  1 Peter (5) 

2 Peter (3)   1 John (5)  Jude (1) 

  

 FIFTEEN WEBSITES FOR 2015 

Finally, for those of us who enjoy good articles from a Biblical perspective on the 

internet,  here are 15 websites you may wish to visit: in 2015. 



  

1) www.challies.com — The daily blog post of Tim Challies. Book reviews and daily 

links to articles of interest around the web.  

2) www.ligonier.org — The home of R.C. Sproul and “Renewing your Mind.”  Solid 

and deep teaching resources. 

3) www.thegospelcoalition.org — This is a collection of blogposts and resources from 

numerous pastors and teachers. Good stuff….especially Kevin DeYoung and Justin 

Taylor.  

4) www.desiringgod.org — The home of John Piper. Enormous selection of sermons 

and Conference messages. 

5) www.wng.org — World news from a Christian perspective...including movie 

reviews. 

6) www.persecution.com — Updates on the persecuted church from Voice of the 

Martyrs . 

7) www.rzim.org — Ravi Zacharias and resources for defending your faith. 

8) www.9marks.org — Mark Dever and friends with abundant resources for the local 

church. 

9) www.christianbook.com — Christian Book Distributors for all your book shopping 

needs. 

10)  www.whitehorseinn.org — Insightful discussions of the latest ideas with Michael 

Horton and friends 

11)  www.imb.org — Updates from the International Mission Board regarding Baptist 

missions around the world.  

12)  www.epm.org — Randy Alcorn and Eternal Perspectives Ministry. 

13)  www.cbmw.org — Council for Biblical Manhood and Womanhood 

14)  www.refnet.fm — 24 Hour internet radio committed to the Historic Christian faith. 

Even better as an app for your smartphone.  

15)  www.ccef.org — Christian Counseling grounded in the Gospel.  

  

  

 

 


