
AN EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

April 12, 2020 at 6:00 am 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS / SUGGESTIONS:  

• Plan to start the service by 6 am latest (Sunrise on Easter morning is 6:06 am) 

• Find a place to worship either outside or inside with as few distractions and the best view 

of the rising sun.   Beaches are best (though probably not accessible)…Hills and 

mountains facing the east are great.  Try to set up the space the day before. 

• If you use this order of worship, print this out in advance for everyone and have it ready 

with bibles and bread & fish (optional…see ending) 

• Get up at least 30 minutes before you start…shower (optional), coffee (required ☺ )…get 

the kids up (have them wash their hands and faces with cold water to wake up)  

• NOTE: This is a suggested order of worship…there are so many ways to do this. But 

generally, worship consists of Word, Prayer, and Song 

• The Songs can be sung a capella or you can find a good version on YouTube to sing 

along to… 

• Read through the service beforehand to make sure you know what you’ll need 

• The Following service has three parts: 

o The LEADER conducts the service and guides it along 

o The READERS read the Scripture passages and certain prayers for all to hear 

o The Congregation (ALL) is everyone present who will sing and pray and speak 

together at certain points during the service. (These are printed in bold)  

• There is an optional ending to the service which consists of bread and fish. The easiest 

way to do this is with tuna fish…though you may want to cook a fish over an open fire 

for the full effect.  

 

 

  



CALL TO WORSHIP 

LEADER: Christ is risen!  

ALL: He is risen indeed!  

LEADER: This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Let us pray… 

 

OPENING PRAYER (From Psalm 27) 

ALL: Father in Heaven, You are our Light and our Salvation. You are the 

stronghold of our lives. We have nothing to fear.  Let us see Your beauty and the 

glory of Your resurrected Son this morning and all the days of our lives.  Keep us 

safe in the day of trouble and fill us with joy as we praise and worship You in Jesus’ 

name, Amen 

 

OPENING SONG: Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (Hymn #347) 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

 Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I’m so glad You’re in my life.  

I’m so glad You came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way. 

From the earth to the cross my debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave; from the grave to the sky,  

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 
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THE APOSTLES CREED  

LEADER: Let us now affirm our faith in God:  

ALL: We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead and buried. On the third day, He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He 

will come to judge the living and the dead.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (From Romans 4:25 and Book of Common Prayer)  

LEADER: Jesus was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to 

make us right with God. Let us now confess our sin and our need for such a great Savior.  

ALL: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (From 1 John 1:9)  

LEADER: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

SONG OF RESPONSE – Amazing Grace (Hymn #104) 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come;  

Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 
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RESURRECTION ACCOUNTS – John 20 

READER 1: John 20:1-10 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 

still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the 

tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but 

he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus'[a] head, not 

lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 

disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as 

yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 

disciples went back to their homes. 

 

READER 2: John 20:11-18 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 

tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 

said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know 

that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to 

her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic,[b] “Rabboni!” (which means 

Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 

Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

 

READER 3: John 20:19-31 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews,[c] Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And 

when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 

forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin,[d] was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26863a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26872b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26875c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26880d


them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 

in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION/DISCUSSION  

 How did Jesus prove that He was alive to His disciples?  

 What does the resurrection tell us about Jesus?  

 How should we respond to Jesus’ resurrection?  

 

PRAYERS OF THANKS AND LORD’S PRAYER  

(This is a good time for people to offer short prayers of thanks to God for all His blessings that 

have come to us through Jesus Christ…the Leader can start and after others have prayed can 

lead everyone in the Lord’s Prayer.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN – MAJESTY 

Majesty, worship His majesty.  

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority  

Flow from His thrown unto His own; His anthem raise. 

So, exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 

Magnify, come, glorify Christ Jesus the King. 

Majesty, worship His Majesty; 

Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings. 
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OPTIONAL ENDING: FISH AND BREAD AT SUNRISE  

READER:  John 21:1-19 

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed 

himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I 

am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the 

boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was 

Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He 

said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, 

and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom 

Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the 

Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the 

sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far 

from the land, but about a hundred yards[a] off. 

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 

bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 

Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there 

were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 

breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 

Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now 

the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you 

love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to 

him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 

me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my 

sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 

grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, 

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 

sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk 

wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will 

dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of 

death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 

LEADER: This is the moment when Simon Peter, who denied the Lord three times was 

completely forgiven and restored by Jesus on the beach in Galilee. As we take this bread and 

fish, let us eat it together as a sign that we have been forgiven and restored because of Jesus our 

risen Savior and Lord.  

(Have everyone take a piece of bread from the same loaf and a piece of fish from the same plate 

and eat it together). 

BENEDICTION - LEADER: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the 

Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all now and always. Amen 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26895a

