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Order of Worship 
Call to Worship & Prayer of Praise    Psalm 103 

Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  Praise 
the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits —  who forgives all your sins and 
heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love 
and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is 
renewed like the eagle’s. 
As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is the LORD ’s love for those 
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so 
the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are 
formed, he remembers that we are dust. 
But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with those who fear him, and his 
righteousness with their children’s children —with those who keep his covenant and 
remember to obey his precepts. 

     
Hymns of Praise   

JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE (Hymn #13) 
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Op’ning to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day! 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Singing bird and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, All who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine. 

IN CHRIST ALONE (Hymn #506)   
In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All - Here in the love of Christ I stand. 



In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid - Here in the death of Christ I live. 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine – Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home - Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

                                                                                  CCLI #224799 

 
Scripture Reading     Ephesians 2:1-10 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming 
ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 



Prayer of Confession     
Most holy and merciful Father, 
We confess to you and to one another, 
that we have sinned against you 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our 
whole heart and mind and strength. 
We have not fully loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have not always had in us the mind of Christ. 
You alone know how often we have grieved you 
by wasting your gifts, by wandering from your ways. 
Forgive us, we pray you, most merciful Father; 
And free us from our sin. 
Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. 
 

 
Hymn of Response  

HIS MERCY IS MORE (Matt Papa)  
1. What love could remember, no wrongs we have done 

Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more (CHORUS) 

CHORUS: 
Praise the Lord 
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness 
New every morn’ 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

2. What patience would wait as we constantly roam 
What Father so tender is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more (CHORUS) 

3. What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment His life was the cost 
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more (CHORUS) 

 
 



Scripture Reading  Ephesians 3:1-21  
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming 
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for 
you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written 
briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is[a] that 
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in[b] God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom 
of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in 
him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your 
glory. 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family[c] in 
heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant 
you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
 



Sermon  “Praying for Strength”   
I. OUR NEED FOR STRENGTH 

A. What this Strength is for…(1:15-21 3:14-19) 

• Not to D_____ G________ 

• But to K_________ G_______  

B. Why We Need this Strength  

• Our absolute Weakness in R________________:  

We were D________ in S______ (2:1-3) 

• Our absolute Weakness in R________________: 

We were S_______________ from C________ (2:12) 

II. OUR PRAYER FOR STRENGTH  
A. To Grasp the Dimensions of God’s Love 

• The Breadth (2:11-13; 3:1-6)  
Embracing us from all N___________ 

• The Length (1:3-14)  
Choosing us from E_____________ for E_____________ 

• The Height (2:4-7) 
Raising us to H____________ H_____________  

• The Depth (1:17-18; 3:14-18) 
Dwelling in our H____________  

B. To Be Filled with all the Fullness of God (3:19)  
 



Hymn of Response  
HE WILL HOLD ME FAST (Ada Habershon / Matthew Merker) 
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 

CHORUS: He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 
Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. (CHORUS) 
For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 
'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! (CHORUS)  
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Prayers of the Church  
 
Closing Hymn 

VICTORY IN JESUS (Hymn #499)  

I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from Glory 
How He gave His life on Calvary, to save a wretch like me. 
I heard about his groaning, of his precious blood's atoning, 
Then I repented of my sins, and won the Victory. 

CHORUS:  Oh, Victory in Jesus, my Savior forever 
He sought me and he bought me with His redeeming blood 
He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him 
He plunged me to Victory, beneath the cleansing flood. 

I heard about His healing, of His cleansing power revealing. 
How He made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see; 
And then I cried, "Dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit.", 
And some how Jesus came and brought to me the Victory. (CHORUS) 

I heard about a mansion He has built for me in glory, 
And I heard about the streets of gold beyond the crystal sea; 
About the angels singing, and the old redemption story, 
And some sweet day I'll sing up there the song of Victory! (CHORUS)  

CCLI #224799 

Benediction      


