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Call to Worship      Philippians 2:5-11 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

Though Jesus Christ was in the form of God, He did not count equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, but He emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men.  

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth… 

…and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Prayer of Praise   

Scripture Reading  The Resurrection (John 20:1-18) 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 

dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter 

went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And 

stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying 

there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but 

folded up in a place by itself.  8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 

went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 

tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 

to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”  
14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”  

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 

me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She 

turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).  17 Jesus said to 

her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers 

and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—

and that he had said these things to her. 



 

Hymns of Praise  

CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY (Hymn #270) 
Christ the Lord is risen today. Alleluia!  

Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply: Alleluia! 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Dying once He all doth save, Alleluia!  

Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia!  

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

   

IN CHRIST ALONE (Hymn #506) 
In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song;  

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  

What heights of love, what depths of peace,  

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  

My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone! Who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe!  

This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save;  

Till on that cross as Jesus died,  

The wrath of God was satisfied;  

For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain;  

Then bursting forth in glorious day…Up from the grave He rose again!  

And as He stands in victory  

Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,  

For I am His and He is mine, Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me.  

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  

No power of hell, no scheme of man  

Can ever pluck me from His hand;  

Till He returns or calls me home; Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 
CCLI #224799 

 



 

Scripture Reading    Jesus Appears to His Disciples (John 20:19-31) 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And 

when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 

forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 

in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Special Music    See, What a Morning! 

 

Prayer of Confession    (Written by John Paarlberg) 

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the tomb you have given us the sure sign of 

your power to deliver us from sin and death and to renew our whole creation.  

We confess that we still fall into doubt and fear. We continue to cling to selfish 

ways and doubt your power to make all things new.  

Forgive our lack of faith. Have mercy on our weakness. Raise us from the death of 

sin that we may live with Christ in the joy of his resurrection, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Assurance of Pardon   Luke 24:46-47 
Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations.  



 

Hymn of Reflection   

THERE IS A REDEEMER (Hymn #143) 
1. There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son,  

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 

Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son; 

And leaving Your Spirit til the work on earth is done. 

2. Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names, 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. 

3. When I stand in glory I will see His face, 

And there I’ll serve my King forever, in that holy place. 
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Scripture Reading   Romans 8:28-39 
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 

good,[a] for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom 

he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 

he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he 

also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he 

also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be[b] against us? 32 He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is 

God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 

that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 

us.[c] 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28-39&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28129a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28-39&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28132b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28-39&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28135c


Sermon  “The Most Important Thing in the World”  

 

I. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING FOR THE CHRISTIAN IS… 

…the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, which means that… (Romans 8)  

A.  He is Our S_____________ S____________ (see also 1 Corinthians 15) 

• Freeing us from the Fear of D___________ and D_______________ 

• Filling us with the Hope of F_________________ and Eternal L________  

B. He is Our F______________ F____________ (see also 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

• Freeing us from the Fear of I________________ and A_______________ 

• Filling us with the Hope of R_______________ and Eternal F______________ 

C. He is Our K______ of K______ and P________ of P_______ (see also Rev. 21:1-8) 

• Freeing us from the Fear of A_____________ and T____________  

• Filling us with the Hope of R_________________ and Eternal J_______  

 

II. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING FOR THE WORLD (John 20) 

A. To H_________ the W_________ of Christ  

B. To R___________ and B____________ in Him  



Hymn of Response   

BECAUSE HE LIVES (Hymn #449) 

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus 

He came to love, heal and forgive 

He lived and died to buy my pardon 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 

Because He lives, all fear is gone 

Because I know He holds the future 

And life is worth the living, just because He lives 

How sweet to hold a newborn baby 

And feel the pride and joy He gives 

But greater still the calm assurance 

This child can face uncertain days, because He lives 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 

Because He lives, all fear is gone 

Because I know He holds the future 

And life is worth the living, just because He lives 

And then one day, I'll cross the river 

I'll fight life's final war with pain 

And then, as death gives way to victory 

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He reigns 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 

Because He lives, all fear is gone 

Because I know He holds the future 

And life is worth the living, just because He lives 
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Prayers of the Church   Ephesians 3:14-19 

  

 

 



Closing Hymn   

 CHRIST AROSE (Hymn #273)  
1. Low in the grave He lay— 

  Jesus my Savior! 

Waiting the coming day— 

  Jesus my Lord! 

Up from the grave He arose, 

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes 

He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 

And He lives forever with His saints to reign. 

He arose! He arose! 

  Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

2. Vainly they watch His bed— 

  Jesus, my Savior! 

Vainly they seal the dead— 

  Jesus my Lord! 

3. Death cannot keep his prey— 

  Jesus, my Savior! 

He tore the bars away— 

  Jesus my Lord! 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

 

Benediction     Hebrews 13:20-21 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 

good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, in whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.  


